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Pay early? 
Tax law 
causing 
confusion 


IRS might not accept 
deductions for prepays 


By Tim Grant 
and Christopher Huffaker 
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette 


What is clear based on the num- 
ber of Allegheny County residents 
trying to prepay their state and lo- 
cal taxes Thursday is that a lot of 
people want to cut their tax bill. 

What is not so clear is whether 
tax rules allow the early payment, 
and if so, how many people who’ve 
gone through the extra trouble will 
actually benefit from it. 

One of several people going 
through the prepayment process 
Thursday was Beth Goldstein 
Goldman, a Squirrel Hill accoun- 
tant who with her father was drop- 
ping off 43 checks for clients. 

“There is nothing to lose by try- 
ing,” she said. “It’s nice that [the 
county treasurer] is letting them 
try.” 
The Allegheny County Trea- 
surer’s office had initially said 
Thursday was the deadline for pre- 
paying 2018 real estate taxes in or- 
der to get a deduction on the 2017 
tax form, which led to city and 
county tax collectors being bom- 
barded with several hundred early 
payments. However, officials an- 
nounced Thursday that the dead- 
line would be extended to Friday. 

Kevin Fischer, deputy county 


SEE TAX, PAGE A-6 


Best reason 
to cheer latest 
Penguins win 


Fan, 11, miraculously 
recovers from cancer 


By Jason Mackey 
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette 


When the Penguins’ 2017-18 
schedule was released, Julie Ches- 
sell immediately circled Wednes- 
day’s game against the Columbus 
Blue Jackets, thinking it would 
make a great Christmas present for 
her middle son. 

Actually going, however, was 
something she couldn’t commit to 
until recently. 

In April, son Brock was diag- 
nosed with Stage IV liver cancer. 
The way Ms. Chassell figured, if 
she took Brock to the game from 
their home in Stratford, Ontario, it 
would probably mean the chance 
to make a few final memories. 

Instead, after a liver transplant 
and miraculous recovery, the 
Chessells’ first-ever visit to Pitts- 
burgh turned out to be more of a 
celebration than anything. 

Brock, 11, is cancer-free. He 
scribbled as much on a sign with 
red and yellow marker Wednes- 
day, likening his victory to that of 
his idol, Penguins winger Phil Kes- 
sel, himselfa cancer survivor. 

When Brock’s sign was shown 
on the PPG Paints Arena video 
board, the 18,652 in attendance 
couldn’t help but take notice and 
offer a hearty cheer. 


SEE CHILD, PAGE A-7 
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Smoke pours from a house on State Street in White Oak where two people died early Thursday. 
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Warhols destroyed in wine-fueled fracas 


Police: Drunk woman 


also smashed statues 


By Andrew Goldstein 
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette 


Andy Warhol used a variety 
of techniques to create his art- 
work. The late Pittsburgh-born 
artist once created a series of 
paintings by having his friends 
urinate on canvases. 

It’s impossible, however, to 
know how he would have re- 
acted to the idea of pouring a 
bottle of Pinot Noir on two of his 
paintings, destroying them. 


Authorities in Texas, though, 
reacted in exactly the way most 
would expect them to when an in- 
toxicated woman last week “in- 
tentionally and knowingly” 
spilled red wine on two original 
Warhol paintings — worth an es- 
timated $1 million together — be- 
fore tearing them off the wall at a 
private collector’s home. 

Houston police on Sunday 
charged 29-year-old Lindy Lou 
Layman of Dallas with a felony 
count of criminal mischief for 
adding her own touch to the War- 
hol paintings. 

According to Harris County 
court documents, Ms. Layman 
poured wine onto three paintings 


— including the two Warhol 
works — at the home of Anthony 
Buzbee, a prominent Houston 
lawyer. Court documents also 
said Ms. Layman smashed two 
sculptures that Mr. Buzbee 
owned. The sculptures were 
worth $20,000 each. 

KHOU-TV in Houston re- 
ported that Ms. Layman and Mr. 
Buzbee were on a first date 
Saturday night when they re- 
turned to the lawyer’s home in 
the River Oaks area of Houston. 
Ms. Layman was intoxicated, so 
Mr. Buzbee requested an Uber to 
take her home. 


SEE WARHOLS, PAGE A-7 
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eh officer under investigation for using 


‘Taser on worker at Downtown pizza restaurant 


By Shelly Bradbury 
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette 


A veteran Pittsburgh police of- 
ficer is under internal investiga- 
tion after he shocked a Downtown 
pizzeria employee with a Taser in 
an incident captured on video. 

The city’s Office of Municipal 
Investigations and the Citizen Po- 
lice Review Board both are inves- 
tigating. 

Officer Ronald Hough, a 23- 
year veteran who serves in the de- 
partment’s motorcycle division, is 
accused of discharging his Taser 
at Dominic Reale, 46, of Robinson, 
inside Villa Reale Pizzeria and 
Restaurant on Smithfield Street 
about 7:20 p.m. Oct. 30. 

Mr. Reale is the owner’s son 
and was working that day. He ate 
pizza with Officer Hough, a regu- 
lar customer, before the incident, 
said Mr. Reale’s attorney, Joel 
Sansone. 

The two were friendly in the 
context of the restaurant but did 
not spend time together outside 
the pizzeria, Mr. Sansone said. 

Video surveillance shows Mr. 
Reale, wearing a shirt and apron, 
standing at a counter and talking 


Pam Panchak/Post-Gazette 


Dominic Reale, 46, of Robinson, looks out the window of his lawyer's 
Downtown office Thursday as attorney Joel Sansone discusses claims 
that a Pittsburgh police officer used a Taser on his client without 


justification. 


with Officer Hough, who is in full 
uniform, for about three minutes 
before Mr. Reale walks away. The 
officer follows him around a 
counter, then circles back to the 
other side. 

Mr. Reale then stands behind a 


woman sitting at the counter, put- 
ting her between himself and the 
officer. Mr. Sansone said his cli- 
ent jokingly told Officer Hough 
that the officer would have to 


Pittsburgh 
catches cold 
heading into 
First Night 


Forecast will alter 
celebration planning 


By Sharon Eberson 
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette 


Here’s news to warm the 
hearts and hands of First Night 
revelers: The Pittsburgh Cul- 
tural Trust is moving most of its 
New Year’s Eve activities to the 
warmth of the great indoors. 

The deep freeze that began 
Dec. 26 is expected to continue 
through at least Tuesday, forc- 
ing changes to the event that at- 
tracts an estimated 20,000-plus 
Downtown revelers. First Night 
2018 will still include fireworks 
and afew outdoor activities, but 
this year also will feature free 
hot chocolate and hats while 
supplies last. 

Normal temperatures for 
this time of year are a high of 37 
and low of 22. The high Friday 
is expected to be 23, followed by 
20 on Saturday, 15 on Sunday 
and 17 for Monday and Tues- 
day. 

On the bright side, biting 
winds aren’t expected to accom- 
pany the frigid temperatures, 
and the snow that’s in the fore- 
cast for the weekend not only 
will miss rush hour Friday eve- 
ning, but also will come in time 
for anyone with plans to ski for 
the holiday, said meteorologist 
John Darnley of the National 
Weather Service at Pittsburgh. 

“T guess it’s all in the way you 
look at it,” he said. 

Leading up to 2018, snow will 
begin with flurries between 7 
and 8 p.m. Friday. By noon on 
Saturday, about 2 inches of 
snow will be on the ground 
throughout the Pittsburgh 
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Oon’s Appliances 


Exceptional Brands and Service Since 1971 
35% faster with Super Speed | Self-Cleaning 
less vibration with VRT Plus™ Technology 


SAMSUNG 


SAME-DAY | NEXT-DAY Delivery & Pick-up 
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